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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Reply of P—-—B, 
TO THE REV. MR. BALLOU, OF BOSTON. 


Dear Sir.—The want of leisure, and the danger of 
eneroaching on the columns of the editor, might excuse, 


it wae thought, a further reply to youres steemed com- | 


munications. 1 have therefore, for several days, omit- 
ted to acknowledge the favor of your Just letter. But, 
at length, the cause of truth see 
Pp yearance once more 
correspondent. Hoping that vou will n 
expre esjons to the want of respect, or of ¢ sandor, 
endeavor to reply with all convenicnt brevity. 
It was remarked, in my former letter, that you had 
ot attempted to controvert what J had s id Concerning 
th nractical force, resulting from a belie! in the rossi 
bility of a future pimishment, extremely, though not in- 


t impute any 
I shall 


finitely 
you have so interworen the with 
the supposed effects arising from a belief in the Roman 
Catholic purgatory, and the doctrine of eternal tor- 
ments, as to convey an intimation, that every species 
or degree of belief in future punishine it, 
riews. If such is the fact, it is to be regretted that you 
have employed no other means to render it evident. 

ill reeollect my former reasoning, from the anal- 
present state, to show that future punish- 
ments may exist, without heing clearly revealed in the 
: By way ofrepiy, you say thus: ‘Your ar- 
to suppose, that these punishmehts ough: 


words practical force, 


You wi 


ogy of the 


scriptures. 
cuments § @r 
ft to be known, w! 
in them is unnecessary.” In answer to so much ingen- 
uity, | <hall readily acknowledge, that “*wh: atever is, Is 

rivht.” ‘us relative to all. It will pot be dented, th: 
se, we ought nol fo know, or to believe, either 


, 


7 ry tess than we do; even if we should believe in 
Ghit Snite torments of all our epecies But cur ae 
j sucht lo be, concerning what we ought to knoe, or 
fo belleve, wiih more or fess assurance, as moral agents. 
We ought as moral agenis, to limit our researches 

te certainties; but to éxtend our inquiries, also, 

nore or tess pr obable conse quence: of our ace 


and to the fu- 
when our Sa- 


th to the present, 
uA 1 ‘Phe Jewish nation at lorge. 
tour was on eurth, were under a ™ 
hacowing that the de *tructin in of their citw, which be re- 
vealed to them, not clearly, but in para ibles, was a pro- 
bable, if not a certain event. 
without knowing the penalty, oughi to Anow, at least, 
that his crime may possibly be punished, 
your aifempts to refute the analegical reasoning lately 
mentioned, you say: ‘Secret things 
but revealed things, belong to us and our children.’ 
] answer: the passage which you have here 
ceews to have been originally designed, mere ly to warn 
us against vain curiosity, or gage conclusions, in 
matters of religion. {tt cannot be denied, that we ¢an 
arrive at many usefal troths ip religion, whin h etal not 
been revealed. 
the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being under- 
steed by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead ; so that they are without excuse,” 
Rom. 120. 1 desire to be informed, which of these, or 
af other “invisible things” of religion, ough! not to be 
known, with more or less assurance, unless they be 
known by divine revelation. ‘ 

A little further onward, your words are the following 
“Tf T rightly understand what you say, respecting the 
flesh and its fruits, it requires that I notice what | con- 
ceive to be a mistake.”’ You say, that ‘the sacred 
writers never call unbelief a work of the flesh;” but 
in the pestage quoted, the apostle names heresies, which 
ip my apprehension amounts to as much.”? Answer: } 
spoke merely of what the sacred writers call by the 
name of unbelief; being fully sensible, that the heresies 
of which you speek, are once or twice called works of 
the flesh. Unbelixf was noticed, as never being called 
a work of the fle +b, pe vuse it was thought a singular 
circumstance, that if all sins have such a natural de-' 


ems to demand my ap-| 
in the character ot Nae! honored | 


creat. In your observations on {his remark, 


must be inju-| 


ich will readily suggest that a belief, 


t| ceeding states must be 


oral o blig ation of | 


The thief who steals | 
Continuing | 
belong to God; | 


vy May if not be sup ppose od that the text in ques stion refers 
quoted,.! 


‘For the invisible things of him from 


pendence on the body, as to have no existence, after 
its d dissolution, unbelief, of which so much is said in the 
| scriptures, should never be explicitly called a work of 
this ‘kind: ; and to make it appear, that unbelief too ob- 
‘viously belongs to the understanding, to be generally 
l ascribed to the flesh, even met: apboricall: 
} You observe, that “if man in the sature state is to 
suffer punishment, it is certain that he must be, in that 
state, a sinner; because it is impossible that one who 
is nota sinner should be punished. We can conceive | 


such sufferings are not punishments... To this state- 
ment, ] would say: as you admit that snfferings wunac- 
companied with sin, are conceivable ; js it not also con- 
ceivable, that such pains (whether properly termed 
punishmenis, or not) may be the effect of sin in a pre- 
ceding state of existence, and may be necessary for re- 
moving a sinful propensity, or for'rendering the consti- 
tution less incident to pain, or more incident to pleas- 
(ure? | propose this question, not, by any means, to 
intimate that sin cannot exist in the world of spirits; 
) but only with the view of suggesting, that afflictions 
|may perhaps have existence there, even if it can be 
| proved that sin can have none. 

| You afterwards inquire: “Sf we reason correctly, 


tribution, in order to cure the crimes committed in this 
state, why will it not be necessary that a state of retri- 
bution beyond the next, be instituted to cure the crimes 
committed in the next?’ And why do we not, in this 
| way, prove the doctrine of endless sin and misery?” 
| To these questions, my answer is, that our knowledze 
of the naiure of man, in the successive states of his ex- 
istence, is too circumscribed, to authorize the conclu- 
tion, that because mutability, sin, or pain, is a charac- 
| teristic of the present, or of the next state; al] the sne- 


For ilustration, I shall Mmtroduce 
Lead, 


perfection. 


known fact in chennu-try. when exposed to a 


becomes snuecessively yellow, red and brown: after- 
agents, 


; endless sin and misery, | would remark, that whether 
dunt evidence, that they 
finity. 

It is not in my power, fully to adopt your explana- 
| tion of Rom. vi 7, where it is said, **For he that is dead, 
iis freed from sin.’? This passage, as well as some verses 
in the context, is in my opinion susceptible of several 
| different a + tati ons. 
planation, for which Lam not fully prepared, | shall 

consequently iets propose a few questions, which are 





to Christ : Does not the apostle found his argument, 
(of which you spesk.) on the fact, that ‘he and his be- 
iieving brethren,’ oughi to be entirely freed from sin? 
is it quife certain, that Christ was not tempted, be- 
his death and resurrection? Did he not preach 
fo “ihe spirits in prison,’? while he was 
ofthe earth?” If he did, might not his temptations 
there, by enabling him to sympathize with the imper- 
fections of those imprisoned spirits, be as necessary, as 
bis temptations while in the flesh? Since it is evident. 
that Christ is not our complete representative, (for 
though tempted Jike us, he did not like us yield to sin,) 
does it follow, of necessity, that because some of us are, 
:,In the present world, baptized into his death, and be- 
cause, (we will suppose) he was freed from temptation 
at death; we shall all in like manner be freed ? 

We will now proceed to notice your answers to my 
five objections from the scriptures. 

Objection I. Col. i 20. The hearen, here mention- 
ed, in which things are to be reconeiled, appears not, 
as you suppose, to be in the present state; but to be 
the same heayen which is spoken of in the context.— 
* Does the assertion that Christ ‘tis freed from sin,’ 
| any more imply that he ever committed sin, than this is 
implicd, iv saying that ‘the died unto sin ?” 


t« eer 





of the sufferings of one, who is not an offender, but | 


when we argue that there must be a future state of re- | 


characterized dy the same line | 
a well | 


sufficient degree of heat, in contact with the atmosphere, | 


vards, it remains immutable, under the action of those 
As to what you say of proving the doctrine of | 


sin and misery terminate at death or not, there is abun- | 
wil] not be protracted to in- | 


lustead of attempting an ex-! 


thou ght to be closely connected with the subject. a | 


‘in the heart | 


|The apostle had just before said, that by the Son ot 
God, ‘twere all things created, that are in heaven, and 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him.’» And hence 
he infers, that Christ will reconcile all things in the 
same heaven and earth. But which of those invrtsabdic 
things, are, (in the present world,) either in the king- 
| dom of heaven, or oul of the kingdom of heaven? St 
Paul has said, the things which are seen, are temporal; 
but the things not seen, are e/ernal. In my remarks on 
; your answers to objections 2 and 3, it will be rendered 
not unlikely, that ‘“proncipaliltes and powers,” are not 
always necessarily in the present state. It may suffice 
| to add, in this place, that the aforementioned recone}! 
| iation of things in heaven, and oe “he in earth, seens fo 
be'evidently the same event, as the subjection spoken 
of in Phil. iii 10, where it is said; “*That in the name 
of Jesus, every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth.”? A 
it is obvious, that this subjection takes in three classes, 
(namely, things in heaven, in earth, and under the 
earth,) it is likely that the reconciliation includes ali 
those classes, But according to your explanation, there 
can be but /wo classes of the unreconciled ; namely, 
such of the living as are in the kingdom of heaven, and 
such of the living as are ou/ of this kingdom. Besic'es— 
when we are told that all things should be subjected in 
the earth, and under the earth, it ts reasonable to sup- 
pose, that the word earth has in both cases the same 
meaning; and that, in consequence, if it means, in 
the former case, (agreeably to your explanation of the 
word,) those persons in this world, who are out of the 
kingdom of heaven, it must mean, in the latter case, 
such as are under these who are thus out of the king- 
From this I can only infer, frst, that 
the dead are in subjection to those who are in the dev- 
is temporal kingdom; and, secondly, that the said 
‘dead are thereby made partakers of the said devil's 
| wicked deeds. 





| 
| 
t 


i; dom of heaven. 


| Objections HT and III. Mat. viii 29. 2 Peter ii 4. 
Jude 6. You appear not sufficiently aware, that the 
existence of evil angels (distinct from men in the body,) 
it can be rendered probable, will furnish no incon- 
siderable objection, to the doctrine 
sufferings, to this owr world of flesh and bloed. Ifsuch 
creatures exist, much may be said. which will tend to 
prove that they were once mortal men. It is well 
| known, that in the scriptures, angels are often called 
imen, and men are often called angels. That men and 
angels are nearly allied, appears from the prohibition of 
the snge} to St. John: **See thou do it not; for | am 
thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
‘and of them that keep the sayings of this book.”— 
“Thou madest him a little lower than the angels.” It 
| was consequently not without reason, that I asserted in 
my former letter, that if devils are net mortal men, 
| their constitutions, it is Jikely, are so analogous to those 
| of departed spirits, as to afford some probability, that 
| men are capable of sin, after they “have shuffled off this 
j mortal coil.”?) I fel certain, that you will agree with 
j me, that it is not sufficient te show, that men are some- 
times called safans; or that the old serpent, who 
tempted Eve. might be only the frail desires of the fair 
sex. This no more proves that there are no devils be- 
sides, thap the fact, that men are sometimes called 
dogs,* proves that there are no cogs besides, or the 
_whore of Babylon’s being called a beast, would prove 
that there are no beasts besides, St. Pant says, pnt on 
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle nof 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness» in high places.’ 
The apostle here affirms, that he wrestled, not against 
flesh and blood, but against the derzl. How then can 
‘flesh and blooe 4. and the devil, be the same? 
Objection IV, Mat. x 15. Your answer to this ob- 
‘jection is not quite satisfactory. passaves of 
?! scripture may be adduced, 1m support of the doctrine of 


Ma "wy 
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_ ‘for without are dogs, and sorcerers,” &c. 


of the limitation of 
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fature punishmenty and consequent suffering. [ shall 
here confine myself to the case of Annanias und Sap- 
phira. It is said, (Heb. x 2829.) He that despised 
Moses’ law, died without mercy, under two or three 
witnesses : Of how much sorer punishment suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
It appears not unlikely that Annanias and Sapphira 
were in the deplorable situation here described. If 
they actually were, is there not reason to conclude, 
that they deserved a “‘much sorer punishment,” than 
death? Yet what other temporal punishment did they 
suffer? I make these inquiries, because it is your opin- 
ion, if I understand your writings, that the wicked re- 
ceive the full reward of their deeds. 

Objection V, Mat.x 28. Luke xii45. Fear him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Yea, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Mr. Editor,—Having recently read Br. Davin Pick- 
ERING’S discourse, delivered at the Universalist church, 
in the City of Hudson, (N. Y.) December 29th, 1821, 
in reply to objections to universal] salvation, stated by 
Dr. Amos CARPENTER, arespectable Friend preacher, 
J desire the privilege of recommending said discourse, 
to the attention of the readers of your useful paper ; and 
of expressing a wish that the above discourse might be 
obtained for the accommodation of our friends in the 
City of Boston, either by their being a competent num- 
ber sent from Hudson, or by a second edition publish- 
ed here. Yours sincerely. H, BALLOU, 


—D 2 a 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Mr. Editor,—If ““Restorationist’’ will give his 





J say unto you, fear him, &c. In replying to this ob- 
jection to your doctrine of no future punishment, your 
words are these: ‘*I understand that the divine teacher, 
in the instance mentioned in these passages, alluded to 
the power of God, and not to what it was the twill of 
God to do. See Mat. xvi 53 54, ‘ Thinkest thou not 
that I can now pray to my Father, and he shall pre- 
sently give me more than twelve legions of angels ?— 
But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus 
it must be?’ Here is an evideyt reference to power in 
a case, in which the divine wil] and economy were not 
included.” Admitting that our Lord, as you say, did 
not refer to what it was the will of God to do; what 
impropriety could there be, in his telling his disciples, 
that he had no reference to the divine will? You will 
not say, that he meant to frighten them with dangers 
merely imaginary? Suppose therefore, our Saviour had 
said, ‘‘ Fear him, who, after he hath killed, has the 
power, but not the will, to destroy both soul and body 
in hell. Yea, I say unte you, fear him.’ Had! been 
one of the disciples, 1 believe I should have said, ‘Lord, 
as it is not the will of God to punish u.e, what have | 
to fear !” 
ue, “that God will destroy some men, both soul and 
body in bell, this would by no means prove a state of 
future punishment.”? J reply, that there appears no 
more ground for supposing that this destruction of the 
soul and body in hell, is annihilation, than for supposing 
the destruction mentioned in Malachi iv 1, which you 
have explained to be the destruction of sin, is annihi- 
lation. With respect to what you have said of the 
primitive meaning of the word geenna, translated fell ; 
it may be observed, that the proper question appears to 
be, whetber the word Aell, when it occurs in the New- 
Testament, commonly denotes a state of suffering. | 
think you agree with mc, that such is the fact. 

As Ihave already trangressed the usual limits pre- 
scribed to correspondents, it is time to draw toa close. 
Assure yourself, my dear sir, that I entertain no doubt 
of the sincerity of your belief, though a dissenter from 
you ip certain opinions. 

I remain, dear sir, with high respect, your obedient 
servant. P B. 

Rev. Mr. BALLov. 





P.S. If my unknown advocate, ‘ Reason,’ who ap- 
pears to be a gentleman of fine talents, has exceeded 
the bounds of strict justice, in my defence, as indeed | 
think he has, you must ascribe it to the friendship 
which he seems to have conceived, for his humble ser- 
vant. N.B. The want of leisure wil} prevent any fu- 
ture answer on my part. 


—32+oo— 


‘But should it be contended,” you contin- , 


‘real name, and the nomes of his brethren, who were 
with him in framing the proposals, which were publish- 
,ed in your Jast paper, | will then assign my reasons for 
,not accepting their proposals, and give them and the 
| public to understand what I think of their suspending 
my honor and sincertly on the condition which they 


| suggest. H. BALLOU, 
——> 0 eee 


FOR TBE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Editor of the Magazine, 
Presuming that it would be pleasing to the readers of 
your valuable paper, and interesting to the friends of 
gospel truth, I have deemed it advisable to give you a 
brief statement of a late visit to the city of Albany. 

The citizens of Albany have not, generally, been 
blessed with the privilege of hearing the doctrine of the 
restitution, as preached by preachers belonging to the 
connexion of Universalists. There have been, however, 
a few in this place who have avowed their belief when 
opportunity presented. Those few have recently made 
several attempts to obtain preaching and effect the for- 
mation of a society. 





good tidings. ‘Their solicitude was evinced by the 
most fixed attention. Their anxiety was expres-ed 
by the avidity with which the word was receiyed,— 
gratification was manifested by the tear that rolled down 
the furrowed cheek. The middle aged, apparently, 
did not appear altogether indifferent. Their conduct 
was marked with polite and christian deportwent, 
while blooming youth—whosre checks wore the blo: hing 
tinge of health and beauty —whose eyes beamed fortha 
eweetness, that but faintly portrayed the inn cency 
and loveliness of the soul—sat with perfect silence un- 
der the droppings of the sanctuary. Never did I more 
sensibly feel my responsibility. To see a numerous as 
sembly of my fellow creatures, convened for the avow 
ed purpose of receiving instruction of the things tha‘ 
concern them in the future, eternal world, and know 
ing my imperfections and inability, filled me with a 
sensation that I never before experienced. Now did ° 
know better my dependence upon him who put me into 
the ministry of reconeiliation. My prayers, for divine 
assistance, were offered up with as much sincerity, 2s 
(a worm of the dust) was capable of exercis ig. 
Through the goodness of our common Master, | was on 
abled to speak to the satisfaction, it is believed, of ma 
ny. Many evinced their satisfaction, by tokens o: 
brotherly kindness and love. At the close of the ser- 
vices, appointment was given for the Thursday evenin 
next succeeding. On the next evening, L had ¢ 
pleasure of preaching in Troy, to a respectable and a! 
tentive audience. It is proper to remark, that in V 
(which is six miles from Albany,) there is a soci r 
formed,—my health was very poor at this time ; in con 
sequence of a cold, my lungs were very muel: distr 
ed, while attempting, in a feeble manner, to preach th 
truth as it is in Jesus. On Thursday wy healtl, was 
still worse, indeed I was so weak that | bard) dared at- 
tempt to speak,—but when! went to the house ap- 
pointed for worship, and beheld the crowd of people 
assembled to hear, and knowing the solicitude that run 
through every region of the mind, my spirits were re- 
freshed, my strength revived to that degree, that | was 
induced to speak once more in vindication of my heav- 
enly Parent’s conduct to men,-in favor of the so much 
despised doctrine of the restitution of al fallen intelli- 


‘ 











On the 26th of January, I received a communication 
from a friend covering an invitation to visit and preach 
with them—lIn answer J informed them that it would be 


sabbath of the present month. J left here on Thursday, 
and arrived in Albany in the evening. A few friends, 
and a few only, bid me welcome ; it is due to these, 
however, to say that they are in the possession and ex- 
ercise of those friendly feelings, which render man the 
friend of man, and make the life of dependent crea- 
tures a blessing, Every exertion was made to make my 
stay pleasant and agreeable. I visited and conversed 
with those who have seen that the Lord is good to all. 
The appointment for Sunday was made as public as 


plication for the use of a roum in the capitol of the state, 
the application wis very politely granted. 
to occupy the Supreme Court Room. This room is a 
large, elegant, and convenient room. An unforeseen 
and unfortunate occurrence deprived us of the privi- 
ledge of meeting in the room intended in the morning. 
Notwithstanding this, we were permitted to meet in the 
Mayor’s Court Room, under the same roof, which an- 
swered our purpose, as well as could be expected; our 
number of hearers in the morning was not large, but 
very respectable. In the afternoon it was considerably 
increased, and by evening, the notice became quite 
general. The Supreme Court Room, carly in the ev- 


We were 


The external misfortunes of life, disappointments, |€DiDg, Was crowded,—the number was thought by 


poverty, and sickness, are light in comparison of those | Some to exceed two thousand. 


Never did I witness a 


inward distresses of mind, occasioned by folly, by pas- | more interesting and affecting scene; the aged bowed 


sion, and by guilt. 


down with infirmity, impressed with a sense of their sit- 


Change and alteration form the very essence of the uation, (that they should soon depart this life) came 


world. 





leaning upon the staff to listen to the proclam~ ‘ion of 


consistent and agreeable to be in Albany on the first | 


possible, circumstances made it necessary to make ap- | 


gences to happiness, and for the purpose of pouring the 
healing and restorative balsam into some wounded spirit. 
|The same attention, gentee] deportment, and christian 
candor characterised the assembly, that was evinced on 
the Sunday preceding. 

After divine service was concluded, our friends pro- 
ceeded to form a society. This was easily effected, a 
respectable number attended, from which officers were 
selected. Among the officers is the Hon. Jesse Buen, 
a gentleman venerable for his age, and highly respected 
for his abilities and irreproachable character. ‘This be- 
loved father is eighty-five years old—and bas believed 
the doctrine of Universalism (which he advocates and 
}defends with much ability) sixty years. The other 
officers are men of talents and reputation. May Ged 
bless and own thie tender plant, and water it with the 
riches of his grace. G. b. L. 

Coopersiown, NW. Y. Feb. 9, 1822. 


} —_—_———2 0 Co 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Lditor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—In Mat. xxv 46, * We read, “And these shall 
|s° away tuto everlasting punishment; but the righte- 
| ous into life eternal.” This is considered one of the most 
| weighty texts, against Universal Salvation. It is thought 
'by many, to be the last words, of the Sou of God to the 
children of men, But if it can be made to appear, 
that what is here to be predicted, took place in that 
generation, or before some of those, who were then 
alive, should taste of death, it wilt not have all that 
weight, which many have supposed. I know of no 
| better way to find out the true sense or meaning of the 
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Scriptures, than to compare one passage with another. 
—-In the 3ist verse of the context, we find the follow- 
ing language. ‘*When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with him: then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory. And before him 
shali be gathered al) nations,’ &c. A question arises, 
when shall] the Son of man thus come: We look back 
to the 24th chapter, 30 to 35th verses, ‘And then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shal] all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 
shall see ihe Son of man coming in the clouds of heav- 
en, with power and great glory. And he shall send 
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. Now learn a 
parable of the fig-tree : when his branch is yet tender 
aud putteth forth leaves, ye Know that summer is nigh: 
-o likewise ye, when ye shall sce all these things, know 
that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass, til] all these things 
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
iny words shail not pass awway.’’ We turn to the 16th 
chapter, and two last verses. “For the Son of man 
shal] come in the glory of his Father, with his angels, 
shall he reward every man according to his 
works. Verily I say unto you, there be some standing 
here, which shall not taste of death till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.”? Again, Luke ix 26 27, 
‘‘For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and 


and then 


we read, 


of my words of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, 


cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 


me.” 1 Jobn i 2, ‘*For the life .was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you 
that eternal life, which was with the Father and was 
manifested unto us.”» And chapter 5 verse 11, ‘*And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eterval 
life, and this life is in his Son.’ Thus it appears, from 
the Testament, that the term eternal life, is used to re- 
present three things. 

1. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, himself. 
it is in, or through him, God gives the others. 
2. That spiritual life, which true believers possess in 
this world, when under the influence of Christ's spirit. 
3. That glorious life, which % endless in duration, 
in an immortal state. 

Now, I conceive, our Saviour in our text, meant to 
represent, 1. The punishment or damnation, into which 
the unbeheving nation of the Jews have fallen. Tor he 
that believeth not shall be damned. He that doubteth 
isdamned. He that casteth off his first faith hath dam- 
nation. He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation to himself. This damna- 
tion or condemnation every one experiences, who is in 
unbelief. This, the unbelieving nation of the Jews, 
now experience. This has lasted 1800 years, and, how 
much longer it will last, God only knows. But when 
the fulness of the Gentiles is come in, then all Israe) 
will be saved. For the deliverer will come ont of Zion 
and turn away ungodliness from Jacob. God has con- 


Because 


upon all, Rom. ii. 








wien he shall come in his own glory, and in his Fath- 


er’s. and of the holy angels, 


tere be some standing here, which shall not taste of 


death, till they see the kingdom of God.’> Once more, 
Mark viii Inst verse, and ix 1, which seem to be con- 
nected. ‘*Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me, 
and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful genera- 
tion, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy an- 
vels. And he said unto them, verily I] say unto you, 
that there be some of them that stand here, which shall 
not taste of death till they have seen the kingdom of 
God come with power.’? By comparing the above 
texts, which seem to be parallel, | am constrained to 

subt the correctness of the common opinion, that the 
5th chapter of Matthew relates to the consummation 
of all things. But on the contrary, from the connec- 
tion, and from similar language in other places, 1 am 
constrained to believe, that Christ’s words at the head 
of these remarks, were fulfilled in that generation, or 
within one hundred years from the time he spake. 

If | am correct in fixing the time, Christ’s words were 


d 
» 
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But I tell you of a truth, | that damnation is a punishment which belongs to anoth- 


Many have been so instructed, that they conceive 


er state of existence, and that it cannot take place in 
time. But any one, who will] take the pains to search 
the seriptures, will find, that people have been damned 
in this life. Yea, that every person, is in a damned or 
condemned state, the wrath of God abiding on him, be- 
fore he becomes a believer, and is saved. 

2. The life eternal, which our Saviour mentions in 
our text, meant the salvation, which the believing Gen- 
tiles were ordained to receive, by the gospel. The 
kingdom of God was taken from the Jews, and given to 
the Gentiles. The children of the kingdom, were cast 
into utter darkness. Their wretched state, is repre- 
sented by wailing and gnashing of teeth. ‘They are un- 
der the curse of the law. A veil is upon their hearts. 
No wonder they are in darkness. ‘They reject the 
light of the sun of righteousness. 

Though this be the gloomy state of all unbelievers, 
yet I hope God in his great mercy will deliver them.— 
For I read 2 Cor. v 19, **God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 





fuliled, then another important question arises, what 
js to be understood by the terms, “everlasting punish- 
ment and life eternal.” The nations gathered before 
the Son of man, | think, mean the Jews and Gentiles. 


Pbhose on the left hand, were the nation of the Jews, | 


under the curse of the law. Those on the right hand 


were believing Gentiles, who were blessed with the. 


gospel of eternal life. It will be admitted, by all who 
have examined the scriptures that the words everlas/ing 
and efernal, sometimes are limited to a long period of 
time. Have not the Jews been cast off for a long time? 
Yet they are again to be brofight into the church or 
kingdom of God. And I think, these words eternal 
life, do not always relate to time, or the duration of 
beings or things. But they seem to be used in some 
passages of scripture to express the nalure of life, as 
well as the duration. It is thought that the following 
passages must be so understood. John xvii3. ‘*This 
is life eternal that they might know thee, the only true 
God and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”” John vi 
54, **Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life’? &c. 1 John iii 15, “‘No murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” 

Sometimes we find Christ bearing the name eternal. 
Jobn vii 39, **Search the scripture, for in then ye think 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of 


/unto them.” 
| Three things may be noted in these words— 
| 1. God was in Christ. 2. Reconciliug the world 
/onto himself. 3. Not imputing their trespasses unto 
therm. 

1. God was in Christ. This expression seems clear- 
ly to denote that God and Christ are two distinct per- 
| sons or beings, though intimately united. God is the 
supreme, self-existent spirit ; possessed of infinite per- 
fection, glory and blessedness. Christ is the anointed 
Son of the living God ; the brightness of God's glory, 
and express image of his person ; in whom God the 
Father dwelt, worked, and manifested himself. 

2. Reconciling the world un‘o himself. This sup- 
poses that the world was unreconciled to God. God 
is in Christ reconciling the world unto himself: not re- 
conciling himself to the world. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotton Son. Christ came to 
seek and save that which waslost. Not a particular 
number, or the elect only, but the world; the whole 
human family, must be reconciled to God, 

3. Not imputing their trespasses unto them. Though 
mankind have al] sinned and come short of the glory of 
God: yet God does not impute their sin tothem. The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. 


i 


God wil) | 


He wil] make them friendly to his law and government. 
He will take away all iniquity from them, receive them 
graciously, and love them freely. 

Behold, said the angel of the Lord, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
SEEK TRUTH. 
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TO * A READER.” 


Dear Brother, —QObserving in the last Magazine, some 
remarks, respecting your inability to reconcile what ! 

wrote, in reference to a ‘tresurrection to damnation in 
a future world, and yet no punishment after death,” | 

would make the following remarks. After reading your 
communication—I re-examined my own, and must say, 
at present, that Jsee no inconsistency in my obverva- 
tions ;—perhaps my remarks are erroneous, and if so, 
it must be attributed to my being a young believer iu 
the ‘*Saviour of the world.” 

You entertain an idea, that I am tormented whenev 

er I peruse the scriptures—as they contain the doctrine 
of ‘*future disciplinary punishment.” [can assure my 
brother, that I have read the ‘tbook ef life’? many 
times, in which I never had the least occasion for un- 
easiness, on account of its threatenings of punishment ; 
understanding such threatenings of punishment, lasted 
only the natural life of man. 

I] also noticed a new proposed plan, in the same pe- 
per which contained your communication, for the two 
contending parties of Universalists, to prove or disprove 
future misery, after the funeral of this world. The 
writer, after mentioning the difference of opinion exist- 
ing among the Universalists, says, ‘*All writers, I be- 
lieve, in fayor of the final recovery of all men, frowm 
Origen in the 3d century, down to the present day, 
(except Dr. Huntington, and a few moderns,) have 
been believers in future disciplinary punishment.”” To 
which he adds this prudent sentence ; **This circuin 

stance, however, gives us no precedency of truth.” 
This is very trac, because our Lord says, *‘Strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unio life, 
and few there be that find it.”—Which makes me think 
those ‘‘few moderns,”’ must be the very men who have 
found life. However, be this as it may, if there are 
passages of scripture in favor of ‘‘future disciplinary 
punishment,” | am a stranger to them; and as the sim- 
ple truth is what I am aiming at, | should Jike to be- 


mode of punisiment; and great attention shall be paid 
to any communication on this subject, by your brother 
JOHN, 


—<p—— 
Light shining out of darkness. 


We are authorised to state that a Universalist Socieiy 
has been formed, and is regularly organized, in Plyw- 
outh, Mass. That the Rev. Sersm Srrrson, officiates 
every other Sabbath as their Pastor; and that the com- 
mittee for the ensuing year is composed of the following 
gentlemen,—Mr. Marshal Lane, Mr. David Bradford, 
and Mr. William Brown. 

We are also further authorised to mention, that any 
of the ministering Brethren, who may happen to be 
travelling towards that quarter, would be gladly re- 


as it is in Jesus. 

We view the formation of this Society with feelings of 
peculiar pleasure; and as auspicious of the advapce- 
ment of that doctrine,which is of God, and not of men ; 
—and that notwithstanding in one section of the place 
Calvinism is tolerated, we may yet hope that the era 
will ere long arrive, when not a vestige of it shall re- 
main.—Edztor, 





OR Sale at this Office, a few copies of * Buiter- 
worth’s New Concordance to the Hoiy Seriptures.? 








not only pardon their offences, but make them holy.~ 








Price & dollars. 


come acquainted with such passages as allude to this. 


ceived, to instruct them in the knowledge of the truth. 
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HIYPOCRICY EXPOSED. 
False Prophets—contrasted with St. Pau! 


In sable robes with serious faces, 

They mount aloft to highest places ; 

An hour or more employ their tongues— 
Weary the throng exhaust their lungs. 
“*Bring forth your worldly wealth,” they cry, 
**And barter for the joys on high ! 
Treasure bestow with liberal hands, 

To save the souls in heathen lands. 
Support our Missionary plan ; 

Reverend divines this scheme began, 

But all must fail if you withhold 

The needful silver and the gold. 

Does Christ his pierced hands extend, 
And plead for aid? His cause befriend ! 
Your choicest idol, gold, resign, 

For heavenly wealth, and bliss divine !” 





‘*] seek not yours, but you,” said Paul, 
‘*Freely | preach to great and smail ; 
Silver and gold I do not crave, 
But al] the world | Jong to save. 
These hands my earthly wants supply : 
My crown of glory waits on high. 
As thus I follow Christ my Lord, 
Walk in my steps with one accord.” 

: IMPROVEMENT. 


Beware of Prophets false and greedy ; 
Those ravening wolves who réb the needy— 
Who seek pre-eminent to shine, 

And dare afsume titles divine! 

Disguised like sheep, they seize their prey ; 
The wretched flock are borne away, 
Deceiv’d and fleec’d by selfish men, 

Whose godliness is worldly gain.t 

°Tis by the fruit the tree we know ; 

No grapes, nor figs on brambles grow ; 
‘Though long and loud in formal prayer, 
Their fruits designate who they are. 

*Tis not by money, might or power, 
Hirelings who sermonize their hour— 

Nor al] the men-made priest’s combin’d, 
Can renovate the carnal mind. 

The grace and power of God alone, 

Can melt and wiv our hearts of stone, 

And save the world from sin and guilt —- 
Employ O Lord, whoe’er thou wilt. 


Ye whom the Lord hath sent to preach 
His great salvation, we beseech, 
Like Paul make Christ your trust and guide, 
And all your wants will be suppli’d. 
S. PETER. 





* The New-Jersey Seminary for manufacturing Pres- 
byterian Ministers,—in their public address, audacious- 
ly represent Christ as holding out his pierced hands, 
and asking for money to support their schemes. 

t 1 Tim. vi 5. 
= 
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'o. 2.—Remarks on the Prophecy of the destruction of 
the City of Jerusalem—requested by ‘M. B. BO 


The next verse of any importance which we have 
not noticed, appears to be the 5th, which says, ‘“*many 
shall come in my name,’ saying, |! am Christ and chall 
deceive many.”’” And it seems that this part of the pro- 
phecy began soon to be fulfilled; for we are informed 
by ancient writers, and more particularly by Josephus, 
that soon after our. Lord’s resurrection and ascension, 
that several impostors made their appearance, assuming 


and many 
ec 





to themselves the character of the Me ssiah ; 
others who pretended to foretell future avant. 
whom our Saviour i: id 
ed as and therefore 
'Christs; and perhaps the others are ailuded to in the! 
11th verse, 
false prophets shal] arise and shall deceive many.” 
The 
other false prophets, particularly an Egyptian, who col- 


first were undoubtedly those, 


coming in his name, were 


under the name of false prophets: ‘ “many 


same historian informs us, that there were many 


lected together about thirty thousand Jews whom he 
had deceived ; and Theudas a magician, who pretend- 
Aud in the 
f Judea, 


great a number of these impostors made their appear- 


ed he was a prophet and deceive 


‘reign of Nero, when Felix was procurator o 


d many. 


‘ance, that many of them were scized and put to death 
every 
{ ‘I he 
oe hear of wars, and rumors of wars ; see that ye b: 
i not troubled ; for ail these 
but the end is not yet : 


day. 


es 


next signs mentione 1 by our Saviour are, ‘Syé 


things must come to 4 
} . . . . . 
| tion, and kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be 
| famines, and pestilences, 
| Places 
| Now 


and earthquakes, in divers 


3 


all these are the beginning of sorrows. 


every one who is conversant with history, 
knows that there were in reality great disturbances, 
and commotions in those times; and that there were 
not only rumors of wars, but wars actually exisiing, 
and continued insurrections and massacres among the 
Jews, and other nations dwelt in the city 
with them. ‘This is so fully attested by Josephns, that 
to produce all the dreadful events of the kind he enu- 


merates, 


who same 


his history. From other profane writers, as weil as Jo- 
sephus, the fact is equally made certain, that there were 


famines, and pestilences, and 


a SSF ET aE OEE 


earthquakes tn divers 
It is further remarked by St. Luke in the par- 
allel passage, ‘‘that feariul sights and great signs shall 
there be from heaven.’? Josephus in bis preface to the 
history of the Jewish war, and in the history itself, 


places, 


re- 
i | lates a variety of astonishing signs and prodigies, which 
| he asserts preceded the calamities that impended over 
ithe Jews. 
These accounts also 


are confirmed by the Roman 


historian Tacitus, who declares that many prodigies 
- 
happened at that time. 


The sign next intimated by 


Jesus to his disciples, is 
what relates particularly to the disciples themselves.— 
‘Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill you, and ye shal] be hated of all men for my 
name’s sake.” The paralle] passages in St. Luke and 
St. Mark, are couched in still stronger language. St. 
Mark saye, ‘they shall deliver you up to the councils: 
and in the synagogue ye shall be beaten; and ye shall 
be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a 
testimony against them.’? ‘The words of St, Luke are, 
**they shall jay their hands on you, and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, 
being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s 
sake.” 

That every circumstance here mentioned was mi- 
putely and exactly fulfilled in the sufferings of the apos- 
tles and disciples, must be perfectly well known to 
every one who has ever read the Acts of the apostles. 
It will there be seen that the lives of the apostles were 
one continued scene of persecution and affliction ; they 
were imprisoned, were beaten, were brought before 
councils, and sanhedrims, and kings, were many of 
them put to death, and were hated of all nations, by 
the heathens, as well as Jews, for the sake of Christ; 
that is, for being called by his name. The very name 
of christian was a crime, and exposed them to every 
species of insult, cruelty and indignity ! 

But to ali these afflictions was to be added another 
which we find in the 10th verse. ‘*Then shall many be 
offended, and shal! betray one another, and shall hate 
one another.’’ [| understand by this verse, that many 
christians, terrified with these persecutions would apos- 
tatize from their faith in the religion of Jesus; for this 


cg 
. 





false 


for nation shail rise against nas! 
lend, 
shall be 





would be but to transcribe a great portion of 





is the meani ing g of the wor 1 offend, generally, in the New 
ment. 
‘hat this direliction mig 


ie 


} { 
it sometimes happen, under 


suc ‘i trials and pers secutions as the first christians were 


cal! d to endure, may easily he believed ; for St, Pay] 
| part cularly mentions a few who turned away trom him 
and forsook him, viz. Phyge!lus, Hermogenes, and De- 
mas.* 


dicted, 


another,”’ 


The other circumstance here pre that “(he 


disciples should betray one is remharkably ve- 


rifled by the stimony of the Roman historian T'a 


cits, 
tells 


apprehended, 


who, when describing the persecution undei 


at first 


by their discovery, a multitude of others were 


Nero, 
us **that several christians were 
and then, 
ted, and put to on and insult.” 
. that the ar 
in embracing and professing the christian 
Itts 
Jove of many 


CONVIC death with derisi 
It is a very natural consequence of ail this 
dor of many 

ivion, should be abated, or in other words, as 
ssed in the 12th verse, ‘*that 
‘But he that shall endure unto the 
fsays our Saviour, in the 13tb the 
ef.?? That ts, al! not be di may- 
couraged by these persecutions, but shall 
and is duty to the lat, 


this life 


! 
H re the 


sould wax cold.” 
verse a same 
say he who «hl 
and dis 
continue firm 
shall be saved, 
come. 

Another sign ~which was to precede tle destruction 


ed, 


in the faith, in h 


both in and th it w! ich is to 


of the temple and the city of Jerusalem was, that th 
religion of Jesus, was first to be spread over the greates 
part of the Roman empire, which in scripture, ss well 
led the world wl iS 
I} the world, 
then shall the end 
1] come what is called in the Sd ver. 
that is, the thie 


government. Accordingly Pavol, 


as by the Roman writers, was ca 
gospel of the kingdom €hall be preached in: 
fora witness unto al] nations, and 
come.” Then shel 


the enc of the world; Jewish world, or 


Jewish state and St. 
in his epistle to the Colossians,t speaks of the gospel 
al] orld, and 
under ! And 


as we 


‘“ being come unto the w preached to 


every creature eaven.”’ from the most 


authentic writers, we learn, ll as from the most 

ancient records, that Sa gospe] was preached within 
ath of Christ. in Id 

* ‘Z dia and 

in Egypt, 


ica 


thirty years after the um, Syr 
and 
parts 


and ot} 


Parthia, ane? mar 
Mauret nia, tl 
Greece and 
far north as Scythia, and as far we 
this it 


be 
that is, aga 


Mesopotamia ; 
of Asia 


ier regions of 


Minor; 
; in 
stward as Sy end 
said was to for 
inst the 


js a testimony against U, 


Jewe; to prove that t Nit 


vation was made to them in ev: 


where they were dispersed ; 
of it, they had merited 


ry pet of the wi 
and that by their reiec 


the punisiment, which soon fell 


'upon them. JUSTITIA 


ee 


2 ‘Tim. i 15 and iv 10. + Col. i G 23. 
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MARRIED, 

In this Cily.—By the Rev. Mr, 
Dwelle to Miss Nancy N. Barber. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr, James G. Wheclock to 
Miss Nancy Still, of Wiscasset. 

In Charlestown.—By the Rev. Mr. Fay, Mr. John 
R. Kidder, formerly of Littletown, to Miss 
lano. 

In Salem.—Mr. Isaac Henderson to Vrs. Eunice Cal- 
lum. Mr. Peter Clemens to Miss Elizabeth Williston. 
Mr, Oliver Peabody to Mrs. Nancy Williams. 


Dean, Mr. Elisha 


Sarah De- 





DIED, 
In this City.—Mrs. Elizabeth Leighton, 
late Capt. Jolin Leighton, aged 77. 
Mr. Daniel ). Barrett. aged 44. 
Ou Saturday last, suddenly, by a fall from his cart, 


widow of the 


Mr. Yimothy Nash, aged 41. 














